
   The Good News 
    Proclaiming the message of hope, 

          Living the gospel of love. 
 

      November 2015 

THANKSGIVING           

DINNER at FCC 
 

ČNovember 1st 
 

Î5pm Social Hour and 

Entertainment by Mr. & 

Mrs. Frank Nelsen,                      

Gospel Music 
 

Î6pm meal served. 
Č Bring a side dish or dessert.           

Membership will provide the turkey, 

mashed potatoes, gravy and stuffing. 

 A moment of crisis changes everything. One 

stormy night a sudden, shattering  collision takes an 

innocent life. Now seven people find their paths in-

tertwined by the accident and hard questions reflect-

ed in their own lives. Why do such tragedies occur? If 

God is good, why does He allow so much pain?  As 

each of them struggle through the aftermath, 

threads of hope and faith and the support of close 

friends become the lifeline to a strength they could 

never find alone.  Nationally esteemed pastor and 

author Bob Russell is featured as himself in a power-

fully dramatic film that brings his teachings to vivid 

life. 

ČCome join us in the social hall for a movie com-

plete with popcorn, soda, coffee and of course                              

red vine licorice!   

ÎPlease call the Church office by November 15th if 

you need Child Care. 

MOVIE 

NOVEMBER 22 @ 5:30pm IN 

THE SOCIAL HALL  

November 1st
 

out all five verses of that hymn ended up gripping 
and complaining about things within thirty 
minutes of the worship gatheringôs final ñamen.ò  
How many of us, as a natural (instinctive) aspect 
of daily living, actually count our blessings?  Well, 
I suspect, the cold hard truth is this:  many of us 
find complaining and gripping, pouting and 
grumbling to be much more natural than giv-
ing thanks. 
 
 And yet, the Apostle Paul encourages 
(admonishes?) us to ñgive thanks in all circum-
stances, for this is Godõs will for you in Christ Je-
susò (1Ths.5:18).  While one can always look at 
someone elseôs hardship ï be it dog food, rather 
than turkey for dinner....illness instead of health, 
or poverty instead of prosperity ï and find a rea-
son to be thankful.  I canôt help but think God de-
sires (expects may be a better word) something 
other than that; something more.  And that 
something more, it seems to me, is an ability ï 
no, more of an instinct ï to, ñgive thanks in all 
circumstances.ò  To, basically, think thankfully.  
Dr. Henry certainly displayed such an attitude in 
his reflections after being robbed.  I canôt help but 
think that as long as thankfulness remains a kind 
of ñcheck-listò item rather than a lifestyle trait, 
we will never truly enjoy the full blessing(s) being 
thankful brings. 
 
 In Hebrews 12:28, the writer shares these 
words, òSince we are receiving a Kingdom that 
cannot be destroyed, let us be thankful and 
please God by worshiping him with holy fear and 
awe.ó  As followers of Jesus ï members of His 
Body, the Church ï we have much for which to 
be thankful.  Again, not as items on a list to get 
through but as the natural and ongoing response 
to all God has done for us; all He is to us, all He 
has promised us.  When we possess an attitude 
of gratitude ï an ñinstinctiveò bent toward thanful-
ness ï and thereby develop an awareness that 
allows us to think thankfully for (in and amid) life, 
weôll be able to more fully grasp the wonder and 
blessing such a perspective brings to our rela-
tionship with ï and worship before ï God.  
Thank you for reading. J 
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 I often think of the newspaperôs funny pages as 
more of an editorial page than a comicôs page.   
Significant insight into life and our culture can often 
be found there.  For example...  
 
 In a classic Peanuts

É
 comic strip we see 

Snoopy getting dog food for his Thanksgiving Day 
dinner, fully aware that everyone else in the family 
is having turkey.  Looking at his dog dish he says to 
himself:  ñHow about that?  Everyone else is eating 
turkey today, but because Iôm a dog I get dog food.ò  
After taking a few bites, he trots away and positions 
himself atop his doghouse. His thoughts on the 
matter conclude with this gem:  ñOf course, it could 
have been worse ï I could have been born a tur-
key.ò  Snoopyôs insight offers a reminder of the val-
ue perspective can bring to our lives.  Hereôs anoth-
er reminderé 
 
 Years ago now, Bible commentator Matthew 
Henry, after being robbed one day, wrote in his 
journal the following thoughts:  ñLet me be thankful.  
First, because I was never robbed before.  Second, 
because although they took my wallet, they did not 
take my life.  Third, because although they took my 
all, it was not much.  Fourth, because it was I who 
was robbed, not I who robbed.ò (emphasis mine) 
 I can only speak for myself (...yet suspect Iôm 
not alone in this admission), but I sometimes strug-
gle with being thankful.  Itôs not that I refuse to be 
thankful, find it somehow beneath me or without 
merit ï quite the contrary.  My problem with being 
thankful is that I forget to do so.  Be it intentional 
or unintentional, it seems I keep my mind, heart 
and life full enough that allowing time (thatôs right, 
ñallowing,ò not ñfindingò time) to be thankful es-
capes me.  While not 100% sure, Iôm quite certain 
Iôve never put ñTake time to be thankfulò on any of 
my To-Do Lists.  Yes, I express thanksgiving 
(gratitude) when I go through my Prayer List ï and 
am happy to do so.  And, yes...when Thanksgiving 
Day rolls around (Christmas, Easter, Memorial Day, 
Independence Day, too, for that matter) I am re-
minded to pause and give thanks.  But...is this the 
same as thinking thankfully? 
 
 As I recall, the congregation in which I grew up 
would sing a hymn entitled, ñCount Your Bless-
ings,ò with some frequency.  Yet I canôt help but 
wonder how many of us who enthusiastically belted 



BIBLE BUILDERõS KICK-OFF HARVEST PARTY  

A total of 24 children attend the first Harvest Party, 10 were High School/ Jr. High youth who host-

ed the event under the leadership of Sara Barnett.  Through the generosity of our church family, 

at the end of the party, kids trick or treated down the education wing hallway, filling their bags 

with wonderful candy treats. 

ċċWay to go Emily Schwertfegeré.she brought five friends with her (see picture on the left)! 

ÎThank you Youth Group for making out Harvest Party a GREAT event!Î 

Bible Builderõs - our next event will be November 8th at 3:30PM. 

HELP NEEDED! 

Thanksgiving Day 2014, 

700 people were served. 

This volume of people 

requires all churches in 

the area to actively par-

ticipate through mone-

tary donations.  Below 

you will see a breakdown of the basic food needs for 

each church broke down into 

dollar amounts required. 

10 -  Turkeys   $20 

10  -  Dressing Mix  $8 

5    -  Cool Whip  $2 

5 -  Dozen Rolls  $4 

6 -  Package Gravy  $5 

5 -  Butter   $5 

6 -  Pies   $11 

10 -  Jellied Cranberries $4 

6 - Turkey Road Pans $1 

10 -  Fruit Salad  $5 

6    -  Mashed Potatoes $10 

Cash or checks 
can be placed in 
the offering tray 
ear marked CFD 
or given directly 
to the Church 
Office. Make 
checks out to                     
Community        
Fellowship         

Dinner. 
 

Please make 
your donation by             
November 19th. 

NOV. 3RD AT 6PM 

FINGER 

FOOD 

 

The 1st Tuesday, every month at 6:00PM is reserved 
�I�R�U���0�H�Q�·�V���0�R�Y�L�H���1�L�J�K�W�� 

 AUDREY WRIGHT   11/01 
 CINDY HADLEY   11/02 
 ABIGAIL GOLLER   11/06 
 BETTY WEST    11/06 
 NATELIE WORKMAN                11/12 
 SARA VAN SCHOIACK  11/14 
 CRAIG FRALEY   11/16 
 ROSE  ROBERTS   11/16 
 BETTY WYNNE   11/19 
 JOSHUA GOLLER   11/23 
 CATHERINE PUTNAM  11/26 

Ladies, this is a fun gathering and a good way to 
start out the Christmas season. ALL ladies are in-
vited to attend, whether they choose to decorate a 
table or not.  This is a good chance to invite 
friends and/or family members with whom you 
would like to  SHARE CHRIST!  
 

Č  If you would like to be more involved than just 
attending, consider decorating a table and hosting 
that table for the tea.  As Hostess you will provide 
plates, tea cups, glasses, forks, spoons, table-
cloth, napkins, two serving dishes, one teapot, one 
coffee pot (for those who prefer coffee) one glass 
pitcher, a special goody to share with all the tables 
and your own Christmas Table decoration. 
 

ÎTables will be decorated on Friday (12/4).  Each 
lady (or ladies) decorating a table will need to be 

at the church building on Saturday a half hour ear-
ly to get the food and beverages on their table 

(you will also need to plan to stay late to clean-up 
your table) 

 

If you have any questions please call Kathy 
McLeod, at  541-567-8681 or Edie Morgan at   
541-567-3418. 
 

A sign up sheet to Host a table is on the òChurch 
Eventó Bulletin board in the Worship Center Lobby. 
 
ČOur speaker this year will be Dawn Bissinger, 
talking on òCelebrating Christmas Authenticallyó  
�x ... learn the ôbackstoryõ on Christmas           
 traditions & origins. 
 

�x ...take away simple fresh ideas to bless     
 others 
 

�x ... refresh your creative side 
 

�x ... be challenged to give relationally, as God 
 gave His Son to us at Christmas 

 

NOVEMBER 14 AT 7AM 

Please join us at the 

Chuck Wagon Café 

WOMENõS LIFT GROUP 

ČNOVEMBER 10TH AT 6PMċ 

(PLEASE NOTE THE TIME CHANGE) 

 

Join us in Room #1 for a time of sharing,   

devotion, snacks and door prizes. 


